Science Fair Projects
6rd Grade to 10" Grade

Title: Ecology
"Sampling”

Stating the Problem - The Big Question

How can an ecology sampling plot be prepared?

Materials
*Compass  *Measuring Tape *9 Sharpened Pencils *Scissors
*70 feet (21 m) of cord

Planning the Procedure
1. Select a study area that has a variety of plant life. This canbe a
forest, an open field, or the yard around your home.

2. Use the compass to find north.

3. With the measuring tape, measure an area 10 feet (3m) square, the
sides of which face the compass directions (N,S,E, and W).

4. At each of the four corners of the plot, drive a pencil into the ground,
leaving about 5 inches (12.5cm) of the pencil above ground.

5. Use the measuring tape to divide each side of the plot into 5-foot
(1.5-m) sections.

6. Drive a pencil into the ground at each 5-foot interval along all sides of
the plot. Drive a pencil into the ground at the center of the plot.

7. Using scissors and cord to join ad jacent (neighboring) pencils, divide
the plot into four equal subplots.

This project is from Janice VanCleave’s book, Guide to the Best Science Fair Projects, New York,
Jossey-Bass Publisher, A Wiley Imprint, 1997. The Guide is available on line at: SchooDoodle.com







