Science Fair Projects
6™ Grade to 8™ Grade

Title: Consumer Science
"Pop! Pop-Pop! Pop!”

Stating the Problem - The Big Question
In your experiment, you will find out which brand of popcorn pops the most kernels. Write
a question that asks what you want to find out from your experiment with popcorn.

Forming a Hypothesis - A Smart Guess

Before you begin your experiments with popcorn, make a guess about which popcorn you
think will pop the most kernels. Your smart guess should answer the Big Question you
asked.

Planning the Procedure

Popcorn is one of the oldest kinds of corn. The American Indians grew popcorn hundreds of
years before Columbus came to North America. There are many books written about
popcorn. Before you begin your project, read some of these books and articles to find more
information about this "fun food." Why does popcorn pop? Can you pop other kinds of
corn? Find the answers to these and other questions. In your experiment, you will be
testing various brands of popcorn to find which one pops the most kernels. To make this a
fair test, it is important to control the conditions. The only condition that will change,
called the variable, is the brand of popcorn. All of the other conditions in the controlled
variables must stay the same. What are some of the controlled variables that must remain
the same?

Write a step-by-step description of your experiment. List the brands of popcorn that you
will be testing. Make a detailed list of the materials that you will need for your experiment.

This project is from Daryl Vriesenga’s book, Science Fair Projects, Grades 4-6,
Michigan, Schaffer Publications, 1990. The Guide is available on line at: SchooDoodle.com







