
STEPS TO A SUCCESSFUL SCIENCE FAIR PROJECT

THE SCIENTIFIC METHOD

The scientific method is a step-by-step approach that helps scientists

(AND STUDENTS!) fmd solutions to problems and explain things that
they do not understand. A scientist uses the same steps each time they want
to find an answer, no matter what type of problem it is.

These steps are as follows:
1. PURPOSE - What do you want to learn?

2. RESEARCH - Find out as much about your topic as you can.

3. HYPOTHESIS - Predict the answer to the problem.

4. EXPERIMENT - Design a test to confirm or disprove your hypothesis.

5. ANALYSIS - Record what happened during the experiment.

6. CONCLUSION - Was your hypothesis correct?

These six steps are essential to completing a top-notch science fair
project. Without successfully completing anyone of these steps, your
project will be incomplete. Other concepts (e.g. procedure, problem, data,
material, results, etc.) can be used as sub-categories under these six main
headings. Let us now take a deeper look into each of these steps that
make up the scientific method.




